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GREEK ALPHABET AND
PRONUNCIATION
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Majiscule | Miniscule Name Sound Value
A oL ALPHA “a” as 1n fall
B B BETA “b™ as in bud
|y v GAMMA “g™ as in go
A 5 DELTA “d” as in dog
E € EPSLION “e” as in ever
Z ¢ ZETA “z” as in faze
H n ETA “e” as in fey
© 0 THETA “th™ as in thistle
I t IOTA “1” as 1n fit
K K KAPPA “k™ as 1n kick
A A LAMBDA “1” as in look
M m MU “m” as in mad
N v NU “n” as 1n no
= £ XI “x™ as 1n fix
0 o OMICRON “0™ as in pot
I1 T PI “p™ as 1n pit
P p RHO “r” as in rode
X Gk SIGMA “s™ as 1in sit
T T TAU “t” as in time
¥ U UPSILON “u” as in hula
@ b PHI “ph™ as in phonics
X e CHI “ch” as 1n loch
b 4 W PSI “ps” as in pops
Q ® OMEGA “0™ as 1n hole




Phoenician Alphabet

LY a2 a4a1494%F

Zayin Waw He Daleth Gimel Bath Aleph
Weapon Hook Window Lhoos Camal House Ox
M M L K Y T H
MNun Mem Lamadh Kaph Yodh Teth Heth
Frsh Water Ox-Goad Palmof Hand Hand Unknown Fencae
T SH R Q = o '_ >
Taw  Shin Resh  Qoph Sadhe Peh Ayin Samekh

Mark  Tooth Head Monkey Fishhook Mauth Eye Suppor
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P p RHO “r” as in rode
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Majiscule Miniscule Name Sound Value
A o ALPHA “a” as 1n fall
B B BETA “b” as in bud
¥ v GAMMA “g” as in go
A <

” as in dog

€6 39

“z” as 1n faze

“th” as in thistle

© 8 THETA

I t IOTA “1" as 1n fit

K K KAPPA “k™ as 1n kick

A 2 LAMBDA “I” as 1n look
1 MU “m” as in mad

€6 pn Y

PI

I1 n “p” as in pit

P p RHO “r” as in rode

b) Gk SIGMA “s™ as in sit

T T TAU “t” as in time

Y L UPSILON “u” as in hula

@ b PHI “ph™ as in phonics

< 59 -

“ps” as in pops

Double

consonants
d+s = zeta
k+s = x1
pTS = psi
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Majiscule Miniscule Name Sound Value
A o ALPHA “a” as in fall
B B BETA “b™ as 1n bud
iy v GAMMA “g” as in go
A 5 DELTA “d” as in dog
E g EPSLION “e" as in ever
Z & ZETA “z” as 1n faze

P
k+h

0

L A
K K KAPPA “k™ as in kick
A A LAMBDA “I” as 1in look
M 1 MU “m” as in mad
N v NU “n” as in no
= £ XI “x™ as in fix
0 o OMICRON “0™ as 1n pot
I1 n PI “p™ as 1n pit
P p RHO “r” as in rode
b) Gk SIGMA “s™ as in sit
T T TAU

“t” as in time

(LS.

“ph™ as in phonics

“ch” as in loch
pPs™ as 11 pops

“0™ as 1n hole

Aspirants

t + h = theta

+ h = phi
chi



THE GREEK VOWELS
vowe/ long  pronunciation short
o

father sat




Breathing marks

Every word beginning with a vowel or a rho must have a breathing
mark
On the second letter of a diphthong

Smooth breathing = apostrophe
aveBifale, £yyvc, AOnvaiotl, adTOV, OVOEV

Rough breathing = reverse apostrophe. Indicates aspiration
[“h” sound]

£aVTOD, OGS, PASLOC, PITWP, EIAOV



Accents

Pitch vs stress accents

Accents, punctuation, and word division added in Hellenistic Era
to help distinguish readers.

Accents only occur on vowels [second letter of a diphthong]
Diphthong has accent [and breathing] over the second vowel

Accents only on the final three syllables
Ultimate
Penultimate
Antepenultimate

Three accents
Acute (examples: Aakeoapoviol, TETTAPGL)

Grave (examples: evBvc, Awpleng)
Circumflex ~ (examples: yelu®voc, vadg)



Acute Accent ()

Can occur on any of the last three syllables.
TPOTEPA, OCTEP, TAPAYYEALOUEVOL

Can only be on the last syllable if it 1s the end of a sentence or
clause, or an unaccented word follows 1it.
O TaDTO O€ EVEPYEGIN TE KOl TOMTELN XVPaKOGiOS €V AVTAVOp® €GTL.
[Xen., Hell. 1.1.26]

nopnvestyv te mpodHovg slval kol te Aowmd, domep T tpdTepa. [Xen.,
Hell. 1.1.27]

Can only be on the antepenultimate, 1f the final syllable 1s short (by
nature and position).

rmopekereveTo, DapvdaPaloc, Xvpakoctot (1)



Grave Accent( )

Can only occur on the last syllable.

Only 1f another word follows [you flip the acute to a grave]
0100V¢ KOl VANV
KOL TNV 0eKATNV EEENEYOV

Xnivpfpravol 6& €0£EavVTO PEV 0V , ¥pNUaTa OE 0000V .




Circumilex Accent (7)

Can only occur on the last two syllables
enelomAEl, £k TV KAlalouevdv
unoeic E€aryyeilan toig molepiolc 1o mAR00¢ TV veQV

Can only occur on a long vowel
nopa T@v KuGknvav, vavpoayeiv [diphthong], uiv [rare long iota]

Can only occur on the penultimate 1f the final vowel 1s short
ekelbev, AdBnvaiol, Emovodvteg



Miscellaneous

Accents on nouns are persistent
Accents on verbs are recessive
Moveable nu [Ekéleve = Ek€AlgveV]

Elision (contraction):

Words ending with a short vowel followed by a word beginning with
a vowel sometimes contract the final vowel, replacing it with an
apostrophe

und” o Papvapaloc
0V0” EY® AVTILEY®
Sometimes written as one word



Enclitic

“Leans back” = forms part of the preceding word

KOl CUYKOAEGAC TOVS TE QMO TV TOAE®V GTPATNYOVG ... [Xen., Hell.
1.1.25]

Usually loses its accent (unless followed by another enclitic)

£l oV Tic Twva 1001 €x0pov... [Thuc. 4.47, “If ever anyone saw an enemy
anywhere” = Smyth 185]

Therefore, sometimes adds another accent, because the existing
accent 1s pushed beyond the antepenult.
napnvesayv T tpodvpovc etvon [Xen., Hell. 1.1.27]

YPNUOTA TE 0100VC Kol VANV €k Thi¢ "Iong xopileoOBon ppdlmv. [Xen.,
Hell. 1.1.25]




Proclitic

Articles that begin with a vowel, some prepositions, the word “no”

Leans forward = forms part of the following word
neta 6¢ tadto Tiocapépvne NAdev gic ‘EAMerovroyv. [Xen., Hell. 1.1.9]

gxelbev 0€ dmaoca 1 oTpaTLO O1EPN gic Aauwyakov. [Xen., Hell. 1.2.14]

No accent, except (very rarely) at the end of a sentence or
right before an enclitic.



Punctuation

Period and comma = normal
Semicolon = Greek ?
Raised dot = Greek semi-colon

Iota subscript = ¢, 1, ®
ai vijec dmacon ev Hapiom avnyayovrto [Xen., Hell. 1.1.13]
T1] 0€ voTepaly AAKIPLaong EkkAnciov mtomooag ... [Xen., Hell. 1.1.13]

Diaresis
naive, [coOperate and reélect]
vnt [“to a ship™] or mpoitéov [“one must advance™]



On-line pronunciation guides

Mastronarde’s AtticGreek.org page Pronunciation Guide
http://atticgreek.org/pronunc/pronunc_guide.html

Podium Arts Excellent Readings You Tube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv2q90TZ0w4zCnto6NDjQZ-A

Homer, Od. 1.1-27 [with text and translation]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOvVWiDsPWQ

Plato, Apology 1-3 [with Greek text]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y GITyNb4CUo

Aristotle, Politics 1.12 [with Greek text]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gImOT1RH&808

Accentuation tutorial:
http://ucbclassics.dreamhosters.com/ancgreek/accenttutU/accentuatio
nU.html
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