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Four Greek Moods

Each conjugated verb has person-number-tense-mood-voice
Indicative — normal declarative statements
Imperative — commands (later)

Subjunctive — assumption or possibility; unreal statements
Often with av

Optative — wish or potentiality
Sometimes with av



Subjunctive

Three tenses representing aspect
Present = action in progress/on-going
Aorist = simple completed action

Perfect = completed action with results that continue into the present

In the first three books of Xenophon's Hellenika
61 present subjunctives
60 aorist subjunctives

1 perfect subjunctives



Formation of Subjunctive

Lengthen the theme vowel; no augments in aorist

Use primary endings:

3r9sg act = -€L
3dsgM/P = -€TOL
39plact = -oucolL(Vv)
39plM/P = -ovtal

AV w; Aslmw>€Aunov [3PP]

Pres Ind Pres Subj
3rd sg act  AUEL AUn
3rd sg MP  AUegtau Auntou
3rd pl act  AUouoi(v) Avwai(v)

3rd pl MP  AUovtar Avwvtat

vV V V V

-nToL

-wol(v)
-wvTaL

Weak Aor Subj Strong Aor Subj

Auon
Avontou
Avocwot(v)

AUocwvTtol

Ainn
Ainnton
Ainwot(v)

AlntwvTolt



Common Uses of the Subjunctive in Subordinate Clauses

Usually negated by pn}; often accompanied by av.

**Some conditional sentences

**Purpose clauses with (va, Omtw¢, w¢ [“in order that”]

Also other clauses that imply purpose

Usually after a main verb in pres, fut, or perf [i.e. “primary sequence”]

Some fear clauses (referring to the future)

Some indefinite relative or temporal clauses




DapvaBaloc 6 TEWC LEV KATETXE TOUC IPECTPELC, WC
undev pephwvtat. [1.4.6]

Pharabazos detained the envoys for a while, so that they could
not find any fault.

Negative purpose clause with w¢ + un.

[ROOT]
F'RI;_ED""NM-“ AuxX AuxK
"_J_:::KQTETXE::?_“h“,
SEL‘JH_ Au;FJY AIZ;}V AL{XY QBJ AEXC
fDupvéBuCog : | ' ﬂpééﬁs@ thg
AfR A+v
| HEPWWVTA
0BJ

|
ViglelaY



eAEcOaL O€ EkEAEVOV apyovTaC, LEXPL OV AdLKWVTOL.

[1.1.27]
They were ordering them fo seize ~_[ROOT]
the archons until they should oRED — Awck Auxk
arrive. | h ."
* Whenever that may be. E,K;E EUEH

0BJ AuxY — AuxC
Indefinite temporal clause with " | . |
L&Dl + G 3 EC|I al HEXP!

{ZJ|B.J ADV

APXOVTAC AQiKwvTAl

AuxY




Optative

Three common tenses = present, aorist, future
Perfect and future perfect are rare

In the first three books of Xenophon’s Hellenika
189 present optatives
35 future optatives
/9 aorist optatives
5 perfect optatives

O future perfect optatives



Formation of Optative

lota is the mark of the optative; no augments in aorist!

Use secondary endings

3rd sg act = -g(v) > -olL

3rd sg M/P = -€T0 > -0LTO

3rd pl act = -0V > -OlEV

3rd pl M/P = -ovto > -OLVTO
AVw; Aeimw>EAutov [3PP]

Impf Ind Pres Opt Fut Opt Weak Aor Opt Strg Aor Opt

3rd sg act EAvE AVoL AVooL AVoat/AVosLe(v) Aot
3rd sg MP éAUeTto  AUowto  Avocowto  Avoatto Almotto

3rd pl act EAvov AVolev  AUoolev Avoate(v)/AVosta(v) Almolev
3rd pl MP €éAUovto Avowto AuUcOwWTO AUCALVTO Almowvto



Most Common Uses of the Optative in Subordinate Clauses

Usually negated by punl and often accompanied by awv.

Indirect statements and questions [Especially when the verb introducing the
clause is in a past tense; i.e., secondary sequence]

Indicative used for primary sequence

In purpose clauses with (va, OTWC, WG [usually in secondary sequence]

Any conditionals or clauses indicating potentiality




Less Common Uses of the Optative in Subordinate Clauses

Causal clauses that allege a cause rather than stating a fact (indic)
OTL, ETIEL, OTE, etc.

Especially in 2° sequence

Relative clauses referring to past habitual action
Temporal clauses referring to the future
Some fear clauses

Subordinate clause of a subordinate clause



¢Kel 8’ ¢muBovto OtTL [ROOT]

Mivéapog ev Kulikw €ln Kkat TR
QapvaBalog LeTA TOD T
nelol. [1.1.14] | T
COORD
Kt
There they learned that Mindaros 0BJ CO 0BJ_CO
was in Kyzikos and Pharnabazos 2 i
SBJ AuxP SEd AuxP

was with the infantry. -
Mivdapog £V $Papvapaloc LETQ

Indirect statement with é’)Tl after PHOM PNOM
a main verb in the past tense. Kugikw NG

ATR



eSlwKeV, OTwWC U €keloe puyol. [1.6.15]

He was pursuing him so that he
could not flee to that place.

Negative purpose clause after

a verb in the past tense, with
OMwC¢ + MUN.

PRED T Auxx
EBiWKeV
Au_xE
rﬁfm:mg
ADV

QUYOI
& g A i,
AuxZ ADV

[ROOTL

AuxK



KoL yop O uavuq napnvveMev aUTOLq LN TTPOTEPOV
eritiBeoOal, nplv av N necoL Tic N Tpwbein: [2.4.18]

For the seer told them not to ~_[RoOT]
attack before someone was PRED ™ ABX AU

. . Tapr .EthV .
either killed or wounded. RS UIE =

Auxy  Auxy SBJ ToBJ) — oBJ

Temporal clause referring to QS EOEE GERE

ATR AuxZ S
the future. _-
TIPOTEPOV
TIC + av indicates indefinite. Athe
TPV
COORD
ALI>.<_“_r’ Au){v — AD"-,-"_CO T SE_lJ

TTEQOI TIG

~ ADV_CO

TowBEIN



Review of Conditional Sentences

If ... then statements

The “then” clause is independent.
It called is the apodosis.

“Then” is often unexpressed.

The “if” clause is dependent.
It is called the protasis.
el or €av (ei+av) = AuxC
It hangs on the verb of the apodosis

Verb of the protasis hangs on the €i and is labeled ADV




Type
Present Simple

Past Simple
Present Unreal

Past Unreal

Conditional Sentences

Protasis
el + pr/pf indic

el + impf/aor/pp indic
el + impf indic

€L + impf/aor indic

Apodosis
pr/pf indic

impf /aor/pp indic
impf indic + av

aor /impf indic + av

Translation
do/do

did /did
were /would

had been/would
have been



Conditional Sentences

Type Protasis Apodosis Translation
Present Simple €l + pr/pf indic pr/pf indic do/do
Past Simple el + impf/aor/pp indic impf/aor/pp indic did /did
Present Unreal €l + impf indic impf indic + av were /would

had been/would
Past Unreal €L + impf/aor indic aor/impf indic + &v  have been
Present General €av + subj pres indic if ever do, do

Past General el + optative impf indic [aor] if ever did, did



Present General ROOT]

[Eav + subj > pres indi] PRED AuxX Auxk
AUoavbpov oUK ElaL VOV LOXETY 08! anz 08
T[pc‘)q AGF]VOL'[OUQ, g0V uﬁ T[O)\}\(I) Aogavdpov VOUPTYEV
nAeloug vailc €xn. [2.1.14] AuxP Auxc
Tpo¢ £QV

He was not allowing Lysander to
sail out to fight the Athenians if
he did not have many more ships.

ADV ADV

ABnvaiouc  £xn

y . . Auxd 0OBJ
Until he had many more ships” |
vaic
eav + un + pres. subj. ATR
Infinitive vaupaxelv stands for TTAgIOUC
finite present indic verb ADV

TTOAMD



Past General

[l + optative > imperf indic]

el O€ Twvec doBoivto TV €€
AoTeEWC, £60&ev aUTOLC
'EAgvOTVa KOTOLKELV. [2.4.38]

If anyone was afraid of the men
from the town, it seemed best fo
them to inhabit Eleusis.

el + pres MP opt [middle sense]

Apodosis = aor instead of impf =
one-time act

[ROOT]
A PR:ED Aux
. Edofev_
ae — AnY  oBJ T oBu
€l auToic KATOIKETV
ADV 0B
Qopoivio EAcuoiva
sBJ ‘0Bl
TIVEC :
AuxP
€€
ATR

AO0TEWC



Conditional Sentences

Type Protasis
Present Simple €l + pr/pf indic

Past Simple el + impf/aor/pp indic
Present Unreal €l + impf indic

Past Unreal €L + impf/aor indic
Present General €aQv + subj

Past General el + optative
Future More

Vivid €av + subj

Future Less

Vivid el + optative

Apodosis
pr/pf indic

impf /aor/pp indic
impf indic + av

aor /impf indic + av
pres indic
impf indic [aor]

fut indic

optative + av

Translation
do/do

did /did
were /would

had been/would
have been

if ever do, do
if ever did, did

do/will do

should /would



Future More Vivid

[€av/Av + subj > fut indi(]

ol 8¢ 6i6aokov OTL, &V oUTOC O
ULoB0c yevntal, oL TV
ABnvaiwv vaitat anoAsidpouvot
tac vadc. [1.5.4]

They were instructing him that, if
this is the rate of pay, then the
Athenian sailors will abandon
their ships.

av [€av] + aor subj [dep]
Apodosis = fut indic

[ROOT]
PRED ALK ALK ALk
Oibaakov
SBJ ALy AuxC
Tl
DBJ
aTmoAsiwouai
AuxG =BJ OB
valdTal valc
ADV ATR ATH ATR
VeV ABnvaiwy
PHOM SB.J ATH

oUToC  HIOBOC

ATR



Future Less Vivid

[EL + optative > optative + AV]

Eyvw O& OTL €1 LN UTTLKOV LKOVOV
KTNooLto, oU SUVNOOLTO KATO T
nedla otpatevecBal. [3.4.15]

He recognized that, if he should not
possess sufficient cavalry, he would
not be able to make war in the plains.

el + un + aor opt
Apodosis = fut opt [dep]

[ROOT]

PRED ALK
EYVL)
Aux? ﬁuxc
ot
OEJ
DUVHTOITO

PG 1T

Ak

OBJ

£l aTpaTEUEcBa

ADY
KTAOQTO
OE.J
[TTTTIKOV
ATR
[Kavov

Auxs

AuxP
KT

ADV
TTEDI0

ATR
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