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GREEK VERB: VOICES o
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Finite Verbs

Analysis includes 5 pieces of information
Person = 15!, 2nd 3rd

Number = singular, plural, [dual]

Tense = present, imperfect, aorist, perfect, future,
pluperfect, future perfect

Mood = indicative, imperative, subjunctive,
optative
Yoice = active, middle, passive; also deponent



Greek has three voices: active, middle, passive

Active = the subject is the agent of the verb
“Themistokles [SBJ] won [PRED] the battle [OBJ].”

Middle = the subject is the agent of the verb, but acts with some
special reference to himself /herself
“Susan exercises.” [for her own benefit]

“Kimon pours a libation.” [for his own benefit, not for the city]

“The hoplite prepared [himself] for battle.”

Deponents are active verbs with middle /passive forms
LAXopalL, Epxopal, yiyvoual, ete.



Some verbs whose meanings change with voice

QLPEW Act = take Mid = choose

QLTEW Act = ask Mid = beg

uoBbow  Act = hire out Mid = rent

XP oW Act = give an oracle Mid = consult an oracle

dalvw Act = cause to appear Mid = seem



Use the LSJ to find the meanings in different voices

pf. EneBov 11.22.91, etc.; Ep. and Lyr. neiBo
e A, Ar.P1.304, etc. (Hom. has only opt. neiceie C
Corinn.Supp.2.58 (poet. dual mBstav), A. Supp.941, Ar.P1.949, 1
23.40, A.R.3.14, neniBeiv 11.9.184, A.R.3.536, neniBédv P1.1.4(3).
h.Ap.275): pf. ménewa Lys. 26.7, 1s.8.24, Isoc.14.15:—Med. and
mBounv 5.201, énibeto Ar.Nu.73, émiBovro 11.3.260, 1G22.29.14,
A FEu.794: subj. miBopot [1.18.273, etc.; opt. mBoipunv 4.93, etc. (
mBopevog S.Ph.1226: aor. 1 Med. éneicauny IG12(5).720.5 (Anc
P1.Sph.248e, etc.: aor. 1 éneicOnv A.Eu.593, S.OT526, Ar.Nu.86!
neneiotewy 1G9(2).517.16 (Larissa, 111 B. C.).

neibo, persuade, 11
[ \_J O -

O,

IL. intr. tenses of Act.. in pass. sense, pf. 2 mémoBa 11.4.325, etc.
1pl. memoiBopev (for-opev) Od.10.335; opt. memo1Boin Ar.Ach.94
8.181; 1pl. emémBuev 11.2.341, 4.159: P1. uses aor. 2 part. mBaov =

III. as if from wiBé®m, Hom. has fut. nifnoo Od.21.369 (obey): a
Lyc.735; redupl. aor. subj. nenioo trans., [1.22.223:—also Aeo

T 5 UUuU G

B. Pass. and Med.. 70 be prevailed on, won over, persuaded, abs.,

Tivi ®ote .. Th. 2.2; 0. . dueig . . |K1oT’ av ogsmg :1:31901068 (sc npahou) Id.
etc. ; T0 (év map’ UGV 1ot ool teneicpéva we are won over to you, Ar. Th,

:rtm@scs@cu TVt !.rsreﬂ to one, obey him, Iff 1.79, etc. ; Toig év téhel Pe
¢ Ot on . o1, wibowot . tvi, 11.1.150,

neiBecBon vield, succmnb to old age, Il 2% 643, otuyept) telBdueba darti ler
nefdpeba vokti pelaiv, of leaving off the labours of the day, 8.502: édixc

b. with Adj. neut., onudvtopt mévta mBEcBar obey him in all thir
11.1.289, cf. 4.93, 7.48, Hdt. 6.100, etc. ; mavt’ Eywye neicouat S.Aj.529: e
.. mewoBeic agavi) E. Hipp. 1288 (anap.), cf. Lys.22.3: rarely with Noun in ¢

3. c. gen., four times in Hdt., neiBecBai tivoc 1.126, 5.29, 33,6.12, cf.
11.10.57.

IL. neiBecBai tivi believe, trust in, meiBeb’ é‘raip(ﬂ Od. 2p.45: olwvoiot I1.12.

e ., 00 Yap mo Eneif
un elvat ypnuam = 0Tt xpnuam OVK 8)(81 X An 7 8.3 With ®¢, oV meicovt
Pron., T mepi Alyvntov Toiot A&YouGt aOTA 7., 0UK encifovto Ta EcayyeAfe
neiBopon I do not take this on your word, P].Ap.25e, cf. Phdr.235b: abs., g

b. n. Twva onwg . . to believe of him, that . . , E. Hipp.1251.

IIIL. pf. 2 némoBa frust, rely on, c. dat. pers. vel rei, 11.4.325, etc. (not freq. 1
ns:tm@a avSp aﬂauuvacﬂal Od 16 71, cf. Il 13 96, etc.: c. dat 0151 . nop

. st ~A ~



Passive Voice

What had been the direct OBJ becomes the SBJ

What had been the SBJ become the agent [human] is usually expressed
by a prepositional phrase U0 + gen [“by x”] = OBJ [necessary

argument]

The instrument [thing; ADV] is expressed with a dative of
instrument /means [ADV].

ACTIVE = “Themistocles [SBJ] killed him [OBJ] with

-

PASSIVE

“He [SBJ]
“He [SBJ]
“He [SBJ]

was killed
was killed

was killed

PRED]
PRED:

[PRED

club [ADV].”

by Themisto
with a club [ADV].”
by Themistokles [OBJ] with a club [ADV].”



Voice and Tense

In the present and perfect stems, the same form represents
both middle and passive [medio-passive]

They must be distinguished by context

UTIO + gen agent = passive

Aorist and Future have different forms for the middle and
passive



Common forms in Greek

Aorist active, middle, passive
Imperfect active, M /P
Present active, M /P

Less common
Perfect active, M /P

Future active, middle



Summary: 3™ sq/pl

Deponent, middle, and medio-passive 37 person endings
-TalL, -vTal [primary endings]
-TO, -VTO [secondary endings]

Aorist passive 3™ person endings
_en
-Onoav

Sigma is the sign of the fut, impf, and aor
Kappa is the sign of the perf

Theta is the sign of the aor pass



Formation: Present Active > M/P

Present m/p = 1PP + -€tay, -ovtal

Same as present deponent = primary endings

TEUTIW [act > MP]

TLEUTTEL > MEUMETOL

TMEUMouoL(v) > MEUMOVTOL
apxw

ApxEL > qpxetol

apxouaoti(v) > Apyovtol
TTOLEW

TIOLEL > ToLELTalL

énolouot(v) > moloOvtol
Bal\w

BaAAel > BaAAstol

BaAlouot(v) > BaMAovtal



Formation: Imperfect Active > M/P

Imperfect m/p = 1PP + augment +
-€TO, -OVTO

Same as imperfect deponent = secondary endings

MEUTIW [act > MP]

Enepne(v)
ETLEUTIOV

apxw
npxe(v),
npXoVv

TIOLEW
EMolLel
gmnolouv

BaAAw
EBale(v)
EBaAov

> ETEUTETO
> ETEUTIOVTO

> fipXETO
> f|pXOVTO

> EMOLELTO
> ¢mololvto

> £BAAAeTO
> £BaAAovTo



Aorist Middle formed from 3™ PP

Augment + stem + -cato, -cavto 0OR —€to0, -0oVTO

MEUNW, MEPPw, EmMepda, MENOUP, MEMEUHL, ETLEUDONV
eneparto, Emepavto

dpxw, dpEw, NpEa, ApXa, ApyUat, fpxdnv

MOLEW, TIOLNOW, ETTOLNOQ, TLEMOLNKA, TIOTtoLN AL, ETTOLNONV
ETOLNCOTO, EMOLNOAVTO

BaA\w, BaAew, EBaiov, BEBANKa, BEBANuaL, EBANONV

gBaAeto, EBaAovto



Aorist Passive formed from 6™ PP
Augment + stem + -6n, -Onoav

NMEUNW, MEPP W, EMepPa, TMENOUPA, MEMEUHALL, ETTEUHONV
eEMEUPON, eEmepdOnoav

dpxw, &p&w, NpEa, Npxa, NPyHaL, fipxenv
RexOn, npxdnoav

MOLEW, TIOLNOW, EMOLNOQ, TIEMOLNKA, TToTtoLN AL, ETTOLNONV
emownOn, emownOnoav

BaA\w, BaAew, EBaiov, BEBANKa, BEBANuaL, BANONV
€BAN6N, EBANBNCaV



REVIEW= Perfect ACTIVE tense

4PP = Reduplication + K +3" sq/pl endings = -g(v)/-ao(v)

NMEUNW, MeEpPPw, EmMepPa, menopdoa, MEMEUAL, ETEUDONV
* EnMoude(v), memopdaot(v)

apxw, apéw, NP, ey, npyuat, npxdnv
“NPXE(v), --

MOLEW, TIOLNOW, EMOLNOQ, TIETTOLN-KO, TTOTIoLN AL, Emownonv
" TLETLONKE(V), TIEMONKAOLV

BaA\w, BaAew, EBatov, BePAn-ka, BEBAnuaL, EBANBNV
" BEPANKE(V), --



Perfect M/P formed from 5™ PP + primary endings

Reduplication + stem + -tal, -vtal

NMEUNW, MEPPw, EmMepPa, MENOUPQ, TETEL, ETMEUPONV
TLETIEUTTTOLL, --

dpxw, &p&w, NpEa, Npxa, NeyuaL, fpxonv

NPKTOL, --

NMOLEW, TIOLNOW, EMOLNOQ, TLEMOLNKA, TTOTIOLN L, ETTOLNONV
MEemoinTal, memoilnvtoal

BaA\w, BaAew, EBarov, BEBANKa, BEBANUL, EBANONV
BEPANnTal, BEBAnvTaL



In sum: 3" sg/pl

Deponent, middle, and medio-passive endings
-TalL, -vTalL
-T0, -VTO

Aorist passive
-0n
-Onoav

Sigma is the sign of the fut, impf, and aor
Kappa is the sign of the perf

Theta is the sign of the aor pass



Summary of most common forms

Principal Parts

Aor Act

Aor Mid

Aor Pass

3rd PP

3rd PP

6th PP

Ovw, BUow, EBuoa, TéBuka, TEBupal, ETVONV

€0uos, EBuoav

¢0voaro, €éBVoavto

€t00OnN, €TUBnoav

nEpPnw, nepPw, Enepda, nénopda, néneppol, ENEpdOnv

eEnepe, EnepPav

gnéparo, EnepPavto

EMEUDPON, EMEpdOnoav

delyw, pevéopal, Epuyov, nédpevya, --, --

EPuye, Eduyov ,

BaAAw, BaAéw, EBalov, BEBANKa, BEBANMAL, EBANONV

EPBaAe, EBalov

€BaAeto, ¢Bdlovto

EBANON, EBARONnoav

TMOLEW, MO oW, EMoinoa, menoinka, monoinpa, émowiénv

énolnoe, énoinocav

EMOLAOATO, EMOLCOVTO

gnolnon, émow)Onocav

Zpxouat, éAevoopat, AABov, EAAuba, --, --

AABe, NABov

lotnu, otriow, £éotnoa/éotnv, £0TNKA, E0TOAL, £0TAONV

£€0Tn, E0TNOQV

£0TaTOo, £0THOAVTO

€otadn, éotabnoav

Principal Parts Pres Act Pres M/P Impf Act Impf M/P
1st PP 1st PP 1st PP 1st PP
OVw, BUow, EBuoa, TEBuKa, TEBupaL, ETVONV Buel, Buouaoi(v) Buetat, Ovovtal €0ueg, €EBuov €0UeTO, €6V0OVTO

NEpnW, NEpPw, Encspda, nenopda, mMEnsppal, ENERdOnv

TEUTTEL, TIEUTIOUOL(V)

TLEUTIETOL, TIEUTTOVTOLL

EMEUTIE, ETIEUTIOV

ETEUTIETO, ETEUTIOVTO

devyw, pevéopar, Epuyov, nédpevya, --, --

deLyel, devyouaot(v)

devyetal, pevyovtal

Edevye, Edeuyov

BaAAw, BaAéw, EBalov, BEBANKa, BERANKa, EBARONV

BAaMAeL, BaMouat(v)

BaMAetat, BaAAovtat

EBaA\e, EBalov

gBaA\eto, éBal\ovto

NMOLEW, MOLROW, £€Moinoa, MeEnoinKa, monotnpat, Erowonv

TOLET, £molouat(v)

ToEta, motoUvtal

€MoOLEL, €mMolouv

EMOLETTO, EMoloUvto

Epxopay, EAevcopay, AABov, EARAUOQ, --, --

EpXETaL, EpYovTal

EpXETOL, EpYovTal

APXETO, PXOVTO

APXETO, f|PXOVTO

lotnu, otriow, éotnoa/éotnv, £0TNKA, ECTOAL, E0TAONV

totnot(v), totaol(v)

totartay, totavral

lotn, lotaocav

totaro, lotavto
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