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Finite Verbs

Analysis includes 5 pieces of information
Person = 1, 2nd 3rd
Number = singular, plural, [dual]

Tense = present, imperfect, aorist, perfect, future,
pluperfect, future perfect

Mood = indicative, imperative, subjunctive, optative

VYoice = active, middle, passive; also deponent




Tenses denote time and aspect/stage [Smyth 1850]

Time =
Present, past, future

Aspect =
Continuous
Completed

Completed with continued
relevance /effect



Review: Aorist Tense [Smyth 1923-1944)

Time = past; aspect = completed
“He sailed into Ephesus.”
“The Great King wept.”

Usually translated “-ed” or equivalent



Review: Imperfect Tense [Smyth 1889-1909]

Time = past; action = incomplete, continuous, habitual
“The army was marching” [not finished /continuous]
“Every spring, the army marched against Caria.” [repeated]

Usually it is safe to translate it with “was” or "were”;
sometimes “-ed”




Perfect Tense [Smyth 1945-1951]

Time = past; aspect = completed with permanent result

Translated “have /has”
“Alkibiades has betrayed Athens time and time again.”
“Perikles has asked the Athenians to remain inside the walls.”

He has done it in the past and the effect continues into the present.

Far less common than impf and aor!



Present Tense [Smyth 1875-1888]

Time = present; aspect = continuous/on-going
Simple present: “The army marches”
Progressive present: “The army is marching.”
Emphatic present: “The army does march.”
General truth or gnomic present: “Truth is a virtue.”

Historical present: “The army marches into Karia
and fights a great battle.” [usually pretty obvious]



Future Tense [Smyth 1910-1922]

Time = future; NO ASPECT

Translated “will /shall”
“Perikles will lead out the army tomorrow.”

[“shall” is nearly obsolete: 1 person sg/pl or sense
of obligation]

Note: In subordinate clauses, the future is often
used to denote purpose /intention

Uncommon



Pluperfect Tense [Smyth 1952-1954]

Time = past; aspect = completed, but still relevant
Something prior to something else in the past.

Usually translate “had”
“Perikles had been sleeping before the noise woke him up.”

“He had intended to rescue the hostages, but they were freed
before he arrived.”

Very rare



Future Perfect Tense [Smyth 1955-1958]

Time = future; aspect = ongoing effect of a completed action
Implies an immediate consequence.
Expected to happen before some time in the future

Translate “will have”
Alkibiades will have fled by now.
He will have died in vain.

So rare as to not be worth learning



Contrast the tenses.

Perikles is making a speech right now. [Pres]

Perikles made a speech yesterday. [Aor]

Perikles will make a speech tomorrow. [Fut]

Perikles was making a speech yesterday, when the rain began. [Impf]
Perikles has made a speech, and now Thucydides is responding. [Perf]
Perikles had made a speech before the assembly voted. [PluPerf]

As of today, Perikles will have made a speech every week this year.
[FP]



Summary: Aspect/stage

Aspect = complete or incomplete action

Present stem = present and imperfect tenses
Incomplete action, ongoing, habitual

Aorist Stem = aorist tense
Completed action in the past

Perfect stem = perfect, pluperfect, future perfect tenses

Completed action whose effects are still relevant [permanent
result]
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Primary Tense Endings

Primary endings used on Present, Future, Perfect,

and Future Perfect [and subjunctives]

-€Ll ... -ouOL(v)

[active]

-ETAL ... -OVTOL

[deponent /middle /passive]



Secondary Tense Endings

Secondary endings used on Aorist, Imperfect, and
Pluperfect [and optatives]

-EV, -0V

[active]

-€£TO, -OVTO

[deponent /middle /passive]



Verbs have six “principal parts”

“1st person singular present indicative active

"= == future -- --

“=m == qOFist == --

“=- -- perfect -- --

“-- -- perfect -- middle
“-- -- dorist -- passive

“Mastronarde link:
http: / /atticgreek.org /downloads/allPPbytypes.pdf



http://atticgreek.org/downloads/allPPbytypes.pdf
http://atticgreek.org/downloads/allPPbytypes.pdf

Examples of Principal Parts

[1 1o 4 are 15" sg pres — fut — aor — perf ind act]

NMEUNW, MEPPw, EmMepPa, TMENOUPA, MEMEUUL, ETLEUDONV
[send]

dpxw, &p&w, NpEa, Npxa, NPyHaL, fpxonv
[begin/rule]

MOLEW, TIOLNOW, EMOLNOQ, TIEMOLNKA, TToTtoLN AL, ETTOLNONV
[make, do]

BaA\w, BaAew, EBarov, BEBANKa, BEBANuaL, EBANONV
[throw]



Aorist stem [3PP] = Aorist tense

Augment + o +¢€(v)/a(v) [1*" Aor]
Augment + -g(v)/-ov [2" Aor]

NMEUNW, MeEpPw, e, MENoUda, MEMEUHL, ETLEUDONV
= gmepPe(v), Emepda(v)

Gpxw, Gp&w, Npa, NPXQ, NPyHaL, fHpxenv
"NP&e(v), np&a(v)

NMOLEW, TIOLNOW, £TTOLN-00, TIEMOLNKO, TToTolnpaL, Emownénv
= emoilnog(v), emoinoa(v)

BaA\w, BaAew, eBai-ov, BEBANKa, BEBANLAL, €BANRONV

*£BaAg(v), EBarov [2" aor]



Present stem [1PP] = Imperfect tense
Augment +3 sg/pl endings = -g(v)/-ov

MEUTT-W, MEUYP W, EMepa, TIEMOUDA, TIEMEULLAL, EMEUPONV
ETLEUTIE(V), EMEUTIOV

dpx-w, Gp&w, AP§a, APXQ, NPYHaL, HpxBnv
nPXE(v), Npxov

TTOLE-W), TIOLNOW, EMOLNCA, TIEMOLNKO, TToTolNnaL, Emotnénv
ETOLEL, EMOLOVV

BaAA-w, Balew, EBarov, BeBAnka, BEBAnuaL, EBANBNV

EBaAe(v), EBaAov



Present stem [IPP] = Present tense

3" sg/pl endings = -€1/-ovoL(V)

MEUTT-W, MEUYP W, EMepa, TIEMOUDA, TIEMEULLAL, EMEUPONV
* TTEUTTEL, TIEUTTIOUOL(V)

dpx-w, &p&w, ApEa, npxa, npyuaL, fpxenv

" APXEL, apxouolL(v)

TTOLE-W), TIOLNOW, EMOLNCA, TIEMOLNKO, TToTolNnaL, Emotnénv
" TIOLEL, ETTOLOVGL(V)

BaAA-w, Balew, EBarov, BeBAnka, BEBAnuaL, EBANBNV
* BaAAel, BaAlouao(v)



Future stem [2PP] = Future tense

o +3sg/pl pres endings = -€L/-ouaoL(v)

MEUNW, epPw, EmepPa, mMENopda, MEMEUHAL, ETLEUDONV
* mepPel, meppouai(v)

dpxw, dptw, NP&a, APXa, ApyUatL, fpxdnv

= apéel, apéouaot(v)

MOLEW, TIOLN-0W, EMOLNOCA, TIEMOLNKO, TToTolnaL, Emotnénv
" TTOLNOEL, TTOL|oouaoL(V)

BaA\w, BaAs-w, EBarov, BEPAnka, BEBAnuaL, EBARBNV

" BaAel, Balolot(v)



Perfect stem [4PP] = Perfect tense

Reduplication + Kk +3" sq/pl endings = -g(v)/-aoL(V)

NMEUNW, MeEpPPw, EmMepPa, menopdoa, MEMEUAL, ETEUDONV
* EnMoude(v), memopdaot(v)

Gpxw, Gp&w, APSa, Npxa, APYHAL, fipXBny
"NPEXE(v), --

NMOLEW, TIOLNOW, EMOLNOQ, TIETTOLN-KO, TIEMOLNMAL, EmownOnv
" TLETLONKE(V), TIEMONKAOLV

BaA\w, BaAew, EBatov, BePAn-ka, BEBAnuaL, EBANBNV
" BEPANKE(V), --



Perfect stem [4PP] = Pluperfect tense

Augment + Reduplication + K + 3" sg/pl endings = -€1/-ecav
RARE!

NMEUMW, MEPP W, EMepPa, e-TopbO, TIEMEULAL, EMEUPONV
= EMETMOUDEL, EMEMOUDECAV

dpxw, dpfw, ApEa, Noxa, Apyuat, fpxdnv

NMOLEW, TIOLNOW, EMOLNOQ, TtE-TTOLN-KO, TtOTtolNMalL, Emotnonv
" ETIETIOLNKEL, ETIETOLNKECAV

BaA\w, BaAew, EBalov, Be-BAn-ka, BEBAnmaL, €BANONV
 €BeBANKeL, €BeBAnKkecav



In sum: active endings (3" sg/pl)

>|mperfect Active = 1PP stem + augment + -g(v)/-ov

>Aorist Active = 3PP stem + augment
+ 0 + €(v)/a(V) 1% Aor]
+ -E(V)/-OV [2nd Aor]

>Present Active = 1PP stem + -c1/-ovoi(v)

--Future Active = 2PP stem + 0 + —EL/—OUGL(V)
--Perfect Active = 4PP stem + reduplication + Kk + -£(v)/-aot(v)

--Pluperfect Active = 4PP stem + aug + redupl + k + -eL/-ecav
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Deponent Verbs
Often ldentified as “Present Indicative Middle”

adkveopal, adiéopal, abkouny, --, apiypal, --

ylyvopuau, yevnoopal EYEVOUNV, YEyova, YEYEVNLAL EYEVRONV
gpxouat, éAeVoopat, NABov, EAAAUBQ, --, --

NYEoUAL, NYNOOUAL, NYNCAUNY, --, RYNHAL, --

LLAXOLLOLL, LOXEOMOL, EMOXECAMNY, --, LEMAXNMOL, -~



Present = Present stem + -€TalL, -OVTOL
Future = Future stem [O] + -€TalL, -ovTal

adikveopal, adiéopar, apkopny,  ylyvouaol, YEVAOOLOL, EYEVOUNV,

--, adiyuat, -- YEyova, YEVEVN AL EYEVAONV
Impf = adikveito, adpikvoivto Impf = €ylyveto, €yivovto
Aor = ddikeTo, adikovto Aor = AYEVETO, NYEVOVTO
Present = ddkveital, adlkveovTal Present = ylyvetay, yiyvovtal

No future Future = yevnoetal, yevioovrtal



Present = Present stem + -€TalL, -OVTOL
Future = Future stem [O] + -€TQL, -OVTOL

gpyxopal, Eevoopat, NABov,
eANAvBa, --, --

Impf = NpxeTO, NPXOVTO
Aor = AABg, AABov

Present = €pyetal, Epxovtal

Future = eéAeVocTal, EAevoovTal

NYEOMOL, NYNOOUOAL, RYNOAKNY, --,
nynuad, --

Impf = nyetto, nyolvrto
Aor = nynoato, Nynoavto

Present = nyeitat, nyolvtal
Future = nynoetat, nynoovtoal



Present = Present stem + -€TQlL, -OVTOL
Future = Future stem [O] + -€TalL, -ovTal

MAXOUAL, LOXEOUAL, ELAXECAUNY, -, LEMAXNMAL, -
Impf = €QAXETO, EQAYOVTO
[Aor = EMLAXECATO, ELOXECAVTO]

Present = payxetal, payovrol

Future = paxeital/paxnostal, paxolvtol/paxnoovrol



—MI Verbs [irreqular]

elut, Eoopal, --, --, --, --
loTnuL, oTAoOW, E0TNOQ/E0TNV, E0TNKA, ECTALLOL, £0TAONV
Stdwut, dwow, edwka, 6edwka, 6edopal, £600nv

ATTOAAU UL, ATTOAEW, ATMWAEcA/ATTWAOLNY, ATtOAWAEKO/ATIOAWAQ,

’



—MI Verbs [irregular]

? I

elut, eoopat, --, --, --, --
Impf = Av, noav
Present = eoti(v), eloyv) [enclitic]

Future = €otal, £oovtal [deponent]

lotnut, otnow, €otnoo/€otnv, £0TNKA, E0TALOL, €0TAONV
Impf = lotn, lotacav
Aor = €otn/€otnog, Eotnoav
Pres = lotnol(v), lotdoL(v)

Future = otnostal, otnioovtal [deponent]



—MI Verbs [irreqular]

Sldwut, dwow, Edwka, 6edwka, dedopat, €600nv
Impf = €6ibov, €didocav
Aor = E0wke(v), E6ooav
Present = d1dwol(v), dStdoaat(v)
Future = dwoel, dwoouaol(v)

ATTOAAU L, ATTOAEW, ATMwAgoa/ATtwAOUNV, AmoAwAeko/AmoAwAa, --, --
Impf = anwAAve, anwAlvoav
Aor = AnwAeos, AMMWAEOQV
Present = anoA\uact(v), arntoAAVacL(V)

Future = amoAesl, armoAolol(v)
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