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COMPARISON OF GREEK ADJECTIVES | o onessd Somman
vgorman1@unl.edu



Adjectives (and adverbs) have degree

Positive = the normal form
Fast, high, hostile, friendly

Comparative = “more” or “-er”
Faster, higher, more hostile, more friendly/friendlier

Superlative = “most” or “-est” or “very”

Fastest, highest, most hostile, most friendly/friendliest, very
friendly



Most regular adjectives

Form comparative by adding —t€pog, -t€épa., -t€pov to the stem
PIAOTEPOS, PLAMTEPO, PLAOTEPOV (more friendlier, friendlier)
TOAELDTEPOC, TOAEULOTEPT), TOAEULDTEPOV (more hostile)

tpoTteEPOC and Votepog (earlier and later)
npdtepov and Votepov = adverbial accusatives (earlier and later)

Form superlative by adding —tatog, -tdtn, -tatov to the stem
PIALOTOTOC, PLAMTATN, PLA®TOTOV (Mmost friendly/friendliest)
TOAEULDTATOS, TTOAEUMTATY), TOAEULOTOTOV (most hostile)



Most regular adjectives

The neuter singular accusative comparative adjective may be used as
the comparative adverb.
TOAEULOTEPOV can mean more hostilely.
VGTEPOG, -1, -0V 1S @ comparative form [no positive]
votepov is often used adverbially
Sometimes they use the form moAepuimwtépmg

The neuter plural superlative adjective may be used as the
superlative adverb.
TOAELOTOTO can mean most hostilely.



AoKedapoviov Kol TpesPOTEPOL KUl VEDTEPOL
ev0v¢ apikovto. [3.3.8]

The older men and the younger men of the Lakedaimonians arrived immediately.

[ROOT]
PRED AuxK
|' '|
AQIKOVTO
f"! ™
COORD ADV
_Kai—_
ATR —  AwxY SBJ.CO  — SBJCO

NAAKeOAIPOVIWY TTPECRUTEPOI VEWTEPOI



01 0€ A0KEIOIOVIOL TPOTEPOV OV TOAAD YPOVD AVCAVOPOV
eCémepyav vavapyov. [1.5.1]

Not long before, the Lakedaimonians sent Lysander as naurarch. [Literally,
before by not much time. Dative of degree of difference.]

[ROOT]
F"RIEDK \Aqu\:
 égmenyav_ .
AuxY SBI ADV DBJ OCOMP
J x\c::rc:sﬁc;"nucﬁwm Wpcﬁfapou Aoﬂuﬁﬁpov vmudpxw
ATR ADV
XD@VU.J
ATR
ﬂmﬁh@

Au.xZ



Irregular comparatives/superlatives

TOAVC ayoB0c

TAEl®V aueivov or Bertiov

TAETOTOC, -0, -0V ap1eTOC, -0, -0V or BEATIGTOC, -0, -0V
HEYOLC KOAOG

ueiCov KOAALQOV

UEYIOTOC, -0, -0V KOAALGTOC, -a, -0V
KOKOG £X0POC

KOKI®V Or YEIP®V Or NTTOV exOiwv

KOKIGTOG Or ¥€1P1GTOC OF KIGTOG &x0167t0G, -0, -0V



Superlatives are declined like regular three-
ending adjectives

KPATIGTOC, -0, -0V
= strongest, best
Superlative of kpatog = strong, mighty



Kol €0OVC MNYNCUTO TV CLVTOUMTATNV ETL TA KPATIOTA
TG Ywpogs. [3.4.20]

And immediately he led them along the shortest routes to the best parts of the
land.

[ROOT]
F"RIED/ \Aux}{
_fiyoaro__

AuxY ,&D‘v’ DE!-J AuxP
. qumuff.ummv éﬁ]
ATR ADV

| KpdTioTa

TR “ATR

| |

XWPAG

M'R



Irregular comparatives use the third declension
forms, with M/F the same

gMdcomV, ELMOCOOV =
elatTOV, Elattov (Attic)

Less, fewer

Serves as comparative form
of uikpdc (small)

Nom
Gen
Dat
Acc

Nom
Gen
Dat
Acc

M/F NT
gNaoowv/é\attwv  EAaooov/ENaTToVv
ENATTOVOC
gAATTOVL
gAaTTOVA g\atTov
EANATTOVEC geAATTOVA
EANQTTOVWV
g\attool(v)

EAATTOUC; EAATTOVOC EAATTOVO; EAATTW



Adverbs of note

waAo = very
LWOAAOV = more

wadArota = especially



Comparison

Dative of degree difference (taller by a foot)

Genitive of comparison (taller than him)

ﬁ = than [note: the same word as “or”]

the thing being compared 1n the same case as the thing to which it 1s
being compared

woAAlov () = more than, rather than

Comparisons can be strengthened using moAV (much)



Superlatives

Often used with the partitive genitive
TV 0€ AvVOp®V 01 UEV TAEioTOl EEEQLYOV. [1.5.14]

oG + superlative = as ... as possible
K¥pog o¢ mpobouudtatoc mpog Tov mTOAEUOV EYIYVETO.



T\
nv.

The expedition was much more warlike.

[ROOT]
PRED AuxK

! !

sBJ “PNOM

OTPATEUNA TTOAEMIWTEPOV
ATR ADV

TTOAU

GTPATELUO TTOAD TTOAEULDTEPOV

CLVIGTOCOV KOl TOG LEYIGTAC TOAELS TPOG

arnAiac. [3.5.2]

They combined even the greatest cities together

with each other.

[ROOT]
F‘R!_EDK \hqu;
UU*{TU!T(IUQH
DEJ””H AuxP
T{G:L\E_IQ n;ﬂc‘)g
- ™

ATR ATR A[|w
eyiotag  aMRAag

AuxZ



ai yop tpmpelg tdv Abnvaiov
TOAL® TAEIOVC oAV .

The Athenians had many more triremes.

Literally: The triremes of the Athenians
were more by many.

[ROOT]
F‘RIEDK \Aqx}{

AuxY " shy PNOM
Tp’|r']:p§|c; ﬂhsioug

ATR ATR ADV
{ |
ABnvaiwv TTOAAG)

ATR

ai yop tpmpels tdv Abnvaiov palota

TAglovg noav.

The triremes of the Athenians were especially

numerous.
[ROOT]
F’H!_Eﬁx x‘hqm{
noav___ .
AuxY sy PNOM
Tg_lrﬁpglg thioug
ATI_R; KAITR AIZ|N
| Aem;:::ﬂuw
ATR



ol AaKeESUIULOVIOL TTAGT] TOALTEIQ L

0AAOV T} ONUOKpOTIY
emiotevoav. [2.3.45

[ROOT]
. . -_,.-"-' \"'\.
The Lakedaimonians PRED Auxk
trusted every government A
system more than [they trusted] — | T
SBJ OBJ ADV
democracy. |
ACKedAIUGVIOI TTOAITEI
ATR ﬂTR AuxC
Taon q
ADV
EMIOTEUCOY
OBJ

OnNUoKpaATia



amékTeEvOY TAEIOVE AONVainy €V OKTO UNGLV §) TAVTEC
[IeAomovvnolot oéxka Etn. [2.4.21]

[ROOT]
F’RE6 \}E.L_!xp(
E:W@Kﬂ:qu
ogu”f AuxP
TTAEioUg ély
ATR / \ﬁqxc ADV
iﬁxem;ﬂiwv rI] Hnoiv
At:w ATR
c':-:nérg-:lx-a:w:_‘ OKTW
sBs” “aov
HE?\DTTE;VW']UIDI ETn
ATR ATR
TTAVTEC OEKA

They killed more Athenians in
eight months than all the
Peloponnesians killed in ten years.
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