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DECLENSION NOUNS IN ANCIENT GREEK



The definite article (“the”)

A type of adjective
Sometimes translated as an indefinite “a/an”

Modifies a noun

Characteristics of nouns = gender, number, and case
Gender = masculine, feminine, neuter

Number = singular, [dual], plural

Case = nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, [vocative]
Paradigms given in that order




Masculine — Feminine — Neuter

O e Nl
A E

Genitive 00 TOV MG TOV TOD TV

Accusative [R{(9)Y tOL‘JqI MV TOG I T0 Ta

M/F Nominatives are proclitics = normally no accent.
Rough breathings



Feminine articles [“the” or “a”]

Always the same for all feminine nouns, no matter what declension
the noun 1is.

15t declension = 1 dpyn [“rule/beginning’]
15t declension = 1) fuépa [“day’]
214 declension = 11 680¢ [“road”]

3rd declension = 1} TOMG [“city-state”] . e
04}

NG TV

m TOLG

v TOC



The article can be used without a noun
as a 3" person personal pronoun

31 person personal pronouns = he, she, it, they

Pronouns replace specific nouns within sentences.
The word 1t replaces 1s called the antecedent.

If the article functions as a pronoun, then 1t 1s labeled 1n a tree
as the noun it replaced would have functioned [SBJ, OBJ, etc.]



The article can be used without a noun
as a personal pronoun

ai Epvyov = “they fled,” when the antecedent of “they” 1s a
feminine plural, made clear from context.

ai otpatiol EQuyov.

ol ppovpoi EQuyov.

“Some fled.” Especially in conjunctions.

0 £€Bvev = “he was sacrificing,” when the antecedent of “he” is a
masculine singular, made clear from context.

0 moMtnc EBvev.

0 oTPOTIOTNG £OVEV.

Can also be used with names and therefore not translated
0 Avooavopog; 0 Kalkpatioog



Greek Nouns

Stem 1s derived from the genitive singular form

Three declensions
First = alpha-stem
Mostly feminine
ayopd, ayopac, 1M
Second = omicron-stem
Mostly masculine and neuter
Ofjuo¢, ONuov, 0; ywpiov, ywpiov, TO
Third = consonant stems [great variety]
VO, VOKTOC, N [stem = vukT-]

peis, pnvog, o [stem = pnv-]
GTPATEVUA, GTPATEDUOTOC, TO [stem = otpateduort-|



First Declension Feminines

The plurals always have alphas

The singulars have alphas when the stem ends with epsilon, 1ota,
or rho.

N NUEPQ ol uépat
TG NUEPAS  TAV NHEPOV
T NHEpY TOIG THEPUG

TV NUEPAV  TOG NUEPAS



First Declension Feminines

I'he plurals always have alphas

T'he singulars have alphas when the stem ends with epsilon, 10ta,
or rho.

Otherwise, 1n Attic Greek the singular has etas (just like the
article).

i ipépe ainpépo 1] LAxN ai paya
THS NUEPAS TOV NHEPDY TG LAXNG  TOV XDV
T Mpépe  toig uépaug T MAXN  TOAG pAxoLG

TV NUEPAV  TAG NUEPOS TV HAXNV  TAC MAXOC



Accents on nouns are persistent

Nominative plural ending 1s short

Genitive plural generally has a circumflex [o+o]

Oalotto = Attic; OdAaococo = standard [“the sea”]

1 Odalatta
¢ BaAatTng
) Balattn

Vv BaAattav

ol BaAattol
TOV OaAatTtdv
Tallc BaAatralc

TOC BoAattag



First Declension Masculines

The stems end 1n —c¢ (or —og).
The genitive singular indicates their gender (-ov)

They are modified by masculine articles.

Occupations

APULOOTNG, OTTALTNG, TEATAGTNG, TOAITNG, OTPOTIOTNG

O ToALTNC ol toATtal
To0 TOALTOU TV TIOALTOV
T TIOALTN TOLG MoALTaLG

TOV TToALTNV TOUC TTOALTOLC



It Declension
Nouns

See Handout
of Noun Forms

CP®IUOUNS®W—=—0O®NOOLGINOWN-=

N D NN DD DD

lemma
Aayopa
OPUOOTAG
apxn
BouAn

vA
elprivn
EKKAnola
AUEPQL
nouxia
Balatta
AN

vaw poia
OmAitng
MEATOOTNG
TOALTELQL
TOALTNG
TIUAN
omovén
oTpaTLA

OTPATLWTNG

ouppoyia
dia
dpoupa
dulakn
Xwpa

translation
marketplace
harmost/governor
rule /command
council; senate
land /earth
peace
assembly

day

leisure /rest

sea [Attic form]
battle
sea-battle
hoplite

peltast
constitution
citizen

gate

truce

army

soldier

alliance
friendship
guard/garrison
guard

land /territory

gender

f
m

- =h = =h =h =h —=h = =h -h

-+ = = —h —h

count

21
36
38
30
75
76
26
108
26
87
57
30
97
57
25
42
31
33
35
56
25
26
29
21
102



2nd Declension Nouns

Masculines and Neuters
A very few feminines: 1} 000¢ (road)

Neuters have the same form 1n the nominative and
accusative case. Otherwise they match the masculines.

Neuter plural subjects always take singular verbs.

Endings match the articles



MASCULINE | |

S Singuler

Nominative
Genitive
Dative

Accusative

0 Beoc¢
ToD BeoD
T® Oe®
TOV Beov

Plural

ot Beol

L OVASIQYY,
TO1C O€0i¢
Tou¢ BeoU¢

NEUTER

Nominative
Genitive

Dative

Accusative

I Singulr

TO Ywplov
oD Xwpiou
O XWpPiw
TO Ywplov

Plural

T Ywpla
TOV YwpLlwv
TO1C Ywplolg
T Ywpia



Handout

Second Declension

Nouns

adeAdoc
avOpwrog
6fpog
£pyov
£popocg
€x0poc¢
Beoc
(nmoc
AOYOC
HULoBoc¢
vauapxog
VEKPOC
VOLOC
E€voC

olKOG
OTtAOV

brother
man

people; assembly
work/deed

ephor
enemy
god
horse

word/reason/story

pay

naurarch; ship's captain

corpse

law/custom
stranger/quest-friend

household
armor

3333333333 -333

- 3

23
47
62
25
48
21
56
38
34
21
22
22
33
25

40
77



OTTAoV

OPKOG
mebiov

mel0¢

TTLOTOC
TTOAELLOLPXOC
TTOAELOC
TTOAENOC
oltoc
otadlov, otadlog
oTPATNYOC
otpatomedov
OUMHOYOG
TPOTTALOV
dilo¢
dpoupog
XPOVOG
XwpLlov

armor
oath

field /plain

infantry

trust

polemarch [general]
enemy

war

grain

stade [200 m]
general
encampment; army
ally

trophy

friend
guard/garrison

time

land /territory

3 SN = NS BN BN

e =: EEE = s

~
> >

77
24
27
36
24
30
156
79
38

31
68
34
172
27
85
33
64
48
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